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ABSTRACT

The population growth of Tehran in the next decade will place immense
demands on the city’s water resources. Analysis is made of the increasing potable
water demand, resulting from the continuous population growth; inadequacies in
the water system which are causing a chronic potable water shortage; and
pollution of raw water due to disposal of wastewater without adequate treatment.
The extent of these increasing demands when placed against the constraints of
water, time, and funds, and the lack of integrated approach to manage droughts
confirm that the city faces a serious water crisis. However, most actions proposed
in today’s debate offer questionable solutions, which many are built on faulty
assumptions. Curtailment of population growth, water reuse, administrative and
technical measures to obtain savings in water consumption, a reduction in losses
in the distribution system and better management of the local water resources are
proposed as solutions to this problem; as opposed to the use of polluted
groundwater importing water from outer basins, which results in health problems

and unnecessary expenditure.
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